
APPENDIX

RULESOFPROCEDUREOFTHE
INTER-AMERICAN COURT OF HUMAN

Adopted by the Court al its Twenty-Third Regular Session
held January 9 - 18, 1991

Article 1 - Purpose

1. These Rules regulate the organization and establish the procedures of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

2. The Court may adopt such other Rules as are necessary to carry out its functions.

3. In the absence of a provision in these Rules or in case of doubt as to their interpretation, the Court shall decide.

Article2 - Definitions

For thepurposes of these Rules:

a. the term "Court" means the Inter-American Court of Human Rights;

b. the term "Convention" means the American Convention on Human Rights (Pact of San José, Costa Rica);

c. the term "Statute" means the Statute of the Court approved by the General Assembly of the Organization ofAmerican
States on October 31,1979 (AG/RES. 448 [IX-On9]), as amended;

d. the expresion "Permanent Commission" means the Permanent Commission of the Court;

e. the express ion "titular judge" means any judge elected in pursuance of Artieles 53 and 54 of the Convention;

f. the expression "ad hoc judge" means any judge appointed in pursuance of Artiele 55 of the Convention;

g. the expression "interim judge" means any judge appointed in pursuance of Artieles 6(3) and 19(4) of the Statute;

h. the expression "Contracting States" means the States which have ratified or adhered lo the Convention;

i. the expression "Member States" means the States which are Members of the Organization of American States;

j. the expression "parties to the case" means the parties in a case before the Court;

k. the term "Commission" means the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights;

1. the express ion "Delegates of lhe Commission" means the persons designated by the Commission lo represent ít before
the Court;

m. the term "Agent" means the person designated by a State to represent it before the Court;

n. the express ion "original elaimant" means the person, group of persons, or nongovermental entity that instituted the
original petition with the Commission pursuant to Artiele 44 of the Convention;

o. the term "victim" means the person whose rights under the Convention are alleged to have been violated;

p. the expression "report of the Commission" means the report provided for in Artiele SO of the Convention;

q. the acronym "OAS" means the Organization of American States;

r. the expression "General Assembly" means the General Assembly of the OAS;

s. the express ion "Permanent Council" means the Permanent Council of the OAS;

t. the expression "Secretary General" means the Secretary General of the OAS;
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u. the term "Secretary" means the Secretaryof the

v. the expression "Deputy Secretary" means the Deputy Secretary of the Court;

w. the term "Secretariat" means the Secretariatof the Court.

TITLEI
ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTIONING OF THE COURT

ChapterI
The Presidency

Article3 - Electionof'thePresidentand vice-President

1. The President and Vice-Presidentare elected by the Court for a periodof two years. Their termsbegin on July 1of the
corresponding year. The election shall beheld during the regular session nearest to that date.

2. The election referred to in thisArtieleshallbeby secret ballot of the titularjudges present, The judge who wins four or
more votes shall bedeemed elected, If no candidate receives the required number of votes, a ballot shall take place
between the two judges who have received the most votes, In the case of a tie vote, the judge having precedence in
accordance withArticle 13of the Statute shallbe deemed elected,

Article4 - Functions ofthe Presideni

1. The functions of the Presidentare

a. to represent theCourt;

b. to preside over the meetingsof the Court and lo submit for its consideration the topics of the agenda;

c. lo direct and promote the work of the Court;

d. to rule on points of order that may arise during the meetingsof the Court. Ifany judge so requests, the point
of order shall be decided by a majority vote;

e. lo present, al the beginning of each regular or special session, a report ro the Court on the activities he has
carried out as Presidentduring the recess between sessions;

f. lo exercise such other functionsas are conferred upon him by the Statute or these Rules, or entrusted lo him
by the Court.

specific cases, the President may delegate Lhe representatioIllo which paragraph lea) of this Article refers lo the
Vice-Presidentor any of the judges or, if necessary, lo the Secretaryor Deputy Secretary,

If thePresident is a nationalof one of theparties to a case before theCourtor in specialsituationsin which he considers
it appropriate, he shall relinquish the Presidency for that particular case. The sarne rule shall apply to.theVice­
President or to any judge called upon to exercise the Presidency,
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Article 5 - Functions of the vtce-rresiaent

l. The Vice-Presidentshall replace thePresidentin the latter's ternporary absenceand shall assume thePresidencywhen
the absence is permanent. In the latter case, the Court shall elect a Vice-President to serve out that termo The sarne
procedure shall be followed if the absence of the Vice-President is permanent.

2. In the absence of thePresidentand theVice-President, theirfunctionsshallbe assumedby theotherjudges in theorder
of precedence established in Article 13of the Statute,

Article6 - Commissions

1. The Permanent Cornmission is composed of the President, the Vice-President and a third judge appointed by the
President, The President may appoint a fourth judge for specific cases or on a permanent basis. The Permanent
Commissionassists the President in theexerciseof his functions.

2. The Court may appoint other commissionsfor specificmatters. In urgentcases, they may be appointed by the Presi­
dent if the Court is not in session.

3. In performing their functions, thecommissionsshallbegovemed, whereverrelevant,by theprovisionsof theseRules.

ChapterII
The Secretariat

Article 7 -Election ofthe Secretary

1. The Court shall elect its Secretary, The Secretarymustposscss the legalqualifications required for thepositíon,a good
comrnandof the workingIanguagesof the Court and theexperiencenecessaryto carryout his functions.

2. The Secretary shall beelected for a periodof five yearsand may bereelected. He may be freely removed at any time
if theCourt so decides by the voteof no less than four judges. The vote shall be by secret ballot,

3. The Secretary shall be elected in the mannerprovidedfor in Article 3(2) of theseRules.

Article 8 - Deputy Secretary

1. The Deputy Secretaryshallbe appointed,at theproposalof theSecretaryof theCourt,in themannerprovidedfor in the
Statute. He shall assist the Secretary in the performance of his functions and substitute for him in his temporary
absences,

2. If the Secretary and Deputy Secretaryare both unable to perform their functions, the President may appointan Acting
Secretary.

Article9 - Oatñ

1. The Secretary and Deputy Secretaryshall take an oath before the President,

2. The staff of the Secretariat, including any personscarrying out interim or temporaryfunctions, shall, upon assuming
their functions, take an oath before the President undertaking lo respect the confidentialnature of any facts that may
come to their attention in performing such functions, If the President is not present at the seat of the Court, the
Secretaryshall administer theoath.

3. AIloaths shall be recorded in a document that shallbe signedby theperson being swom and the person administering
the oath.
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Article 10 - Functions

The functions of the Secretary are

a. to notify the judgrnents, advisory opinions, decisions and other rulings of the Court;

b. to announce the hearings of the Court;

c. to record the minutes of the meetings of the Court;

d. to attend all meetings of the Court held at the seat or away from it;

e. to deal with the correspondence of the Court;

f. to direct the administration of the Court, pursuant to the instructions of the President;

g, to prepare the draft programs, regulations and budgets of the Court;

h. to plan, direct and coordinate the work of the staff of the Court;

i. to carry out the tasks assigned to him by the Court or the President;

j. to perform any other duties provided for by the Statute or these Rules.

Chapterffi
Functioning of the Court

Article 11 - RegularSessions

The Court shall meet in two regular sessions each year, one in each semester, on the dates decided upon by the
Court at the irnmediately preceding session. The President may change these dates in exceptional circum­
stances.

Article 12 - SpecialSessions

Special sessions may be convoked by the President on his own initiative or ar the request of a majority of the
judges.

Article13 - Quorum

Thequorum for the deliberations of the Court is five judges.

Article14 - Hearings, Deliberations andDecisions

1. The hearings shall be public and shall be held at the seat of the Court, When exceptional circumstances warrant it, the
Court may decide to hold a hearing in private or at some other Iocation. The Court shall decide who is permitted to
attend snch hearings. Even in these exceptional cases, however, minutes shall be kept in the manner prescribed in
Artícle 42 of these Rules.

2. The Court shall deliberate in prívate and its deliberations shall remain secret. Only the judges shall take pan in the
deliberations, although the Secretary and Deputy Secretary or their substitutes may be present, as well as such other
Secretariat staff as may be required. No other persons may be admitted except by special decision of the Court and
after having taken an oath.

3. Any question which is to be voted upon shall be formulated in precise terms in one of the working languages. At the
request of any of the judges, the text thereof shall be translated by the Secretariat into the other working languages and
distributed prior to the vote.
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4. The minutes of the deliberations of the Court shall be limited to a statement of the of the discussion and the
decisions that were taken. Dissentingvotes and declarationsmade for the record shall also benoted,

Article15 - Decisionsand voting

1. The President shall present, point by point, the matters to bevoted upon. Each judge shall vote either in the affirma-
tive or the negative; abstentions shall not bepermitted.

2. The votes shall becast in inverse arder to the arder of precedence established in Article 13 of the Statute.

3. The decisions of the Court shall be made by a majarity of the judges presento

4. In the event of a tie, the President shall have a second and casting vote.

Article 16 - Continuation in Office by theJudges

Judges whose tenns have expired shall continue to exercise their functions in cases that they have begun to hear

and that are still pending. However, in the event of death, resignation, inability to sit, withdrawal, or exemption

from sitting, the judge in question shall be substituted by the judge who was selected to replace him, if appli­
cable, or by the judge who has precedence among the new judges elected upon expiration of the term of the

judge to be replaced.

Article 17 -Interim Judges

Interim judges, appointed in pursuance of Articles 6(3) and 19(4) of the Statute, shall have the same rights and

functions as titular judges, except for the limitations expressly established.

Article18 -Ad HocJudges

l. In a case arising underArticles 55(2) al' 55(3) of the Convention and 10(2)or 10(3)of the Statute, thePresident, acting
through the Secretariat, shall invite the States referred to in thoseprovisions to appoint and ad hoc judge within thirty
days following theAgent's receipt of the writtenínvitation. The invitationmay also be delivered to theEmbassy of the
State inquestion in Costa Rica or, if the State is not represented there, to its Delegation to the üAS in Washington,D.
C., United States of America. The President shall also bring the relevant provisions to the attention of the States
concemed.

2. When it appears that two or more States have a common interest, the President shall invite them to appoint a single ad
hoc judge in accordance withArticle 10of the Statute. Ifno agreementhas been communicated to the Court within the
thirty-day period following receipt of the written invitation by the last of these States to receive it at the location
stipulatedin thepreceding paragraph,each Stateshall havefifteen days in which to submita candidate. Thereafter, and
if several candidates have been presented, thePresident shall choose by lot one ad hoc judge, and shall communicate
the result to the interested parties.

3. If the interestedStatesfail to exercise theirrights within the periods providedfor in the precedingparagraphs, theyshall
bedeemed to have waived such rights.

4. The Secretary shall communicate the appointmentof the ad hoc judges to the parties to the case.

5. Ad hoc judges shall take an oath at the first meeting devoted to the considerationof thecase for which they have been
appointed.

6. Ad hoc judges shall receive honoraria for days worked, consistent with the budgetary policies of the Court.
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Article 19 - Disouatification, wttnarawai or Exemotion

1. Disqualifications, withdrawals or exemptions of the judges shall be govemed by the provisions of Article 19 of the
Statute.

2. Motions for disqualifications and withdrawal rnust be filed prior 10 the first hearing of the case. However, if the
grounds therefor were not known al that lime, such motions may be submitted lo the Court al the first possible oppor­
tunity lo enable it lo rule on the matter imrnediately,

3. When, for whatever reason, ajudge is not present at one of the hearing or al other stages of the proceedings, the Court
may decide 10 exernpt him from continuing to hear the case, taking into account all the circumstances it deems rel­
evant.

TITLEll
PROCEDURE

Chapter 1
General Rules

Article20 - OfficialLanguages

The officiallanguages of the Court are those of the üAS.

The working languages shall be those agreed upon by the Court every three years, taking into account the languages
spoken by the judges. In a specificcase, however,the language of one of the parties may also be adopted as a working
language, provided it is one of the officiallanguages. .

The working languages shall be determinedat the beginning of the proceedingsin each case, unless they are the same
as those already being employed by the Court.

The Court may authorize any person appearing before it to use his own language if he does not have sufficient
knowledge of the working languages. In thesecircumstances, however, the Court shall malee the necessary arrange­
ments to ensure that an interpreter is present lo translate that testimony into the working languages.

The Court shall, in all cases, determine the authentic text,

Article 21 - Representation ofthe States

The States parties to a case shall be representedby an Agent, who may be assisted by any person of his choice.

If a State replaces its Agent, it shall notify the Court of that fact, The substitution shall only take effect once the
notificationhas been received at the seat of the Court.

.. .LJVl"U'Y Agent may be designated. His actions shall have the same validity as those of the Agent,

appointing its Agent, the State in questionshall notify the address 10 whichall relevan1communications shallbe
deemed 10 have been officially transmitted.

Article22 - Representation ofthe Commission

Commission shall be representedby the Delegateswhom it shall havedesignated for that purpose. The Delegates
be assisted by any person of their choice.
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VlclUTI or the next of kin of the victim are
pursuant lo the preceding this fact shall be brought

Article 23 - Cooperation by the Sta tes

1. The senes parties lo a case have the obligation lo cooperate in order to ensure thar all notices, comrnunications or
summonses addressed lo persons subject lo their jurisdiction are duly executed. They shall also expedite compliance
with surnrnonsesby persons who either reside in or need lo pass through their territory,

2. The same rule shall apply lo any proceedings that the Court decideslo carryout or order in the territory of a State party
lo thecase.

3. When the performanceof any of the measures referred lo in theprecedingparagraphsrequires the cooperation of any
other State, the President shall request the governrnentin questionlo provide the requisiteassistance,

Ardele 24 - 1nterimMeasures

1. Al any stage of the proceedinginvolvingcases of extreme gravity and urgencyand when necessary to avoid irrepa­
rable damage lo persons, the Court may, al the request of a party or on its own motion, order whatever provisional
measures it deems appropriate,pursuant toArticle63(2) of the Convention.

2. With respect to mattersnot yet submittedto it, the Court may act at the request of the Commission.

3. Such request may be presented to the President, lo any judge of the Court or to the Secretariat, by any means of
communication. The recipientof the requestshall immediately bringit to the attentionof thePresident.

4. If the Court is not sitting, thePresidentshall convokeit immediately. Pendingthe meetingof the Court, thePresident,
in consultationwith thePermanentCommissionand, if possible,with theotherjudges, shall call upon the govemment
concemed lo adopt the necessary urgentmeasures and to act so as to permit any provisional measures subsequently
ordered by the Court to have the requisiteeffect.

5. In its Annual Report to the GeneralAssembly, the Court shall includea statementregarding theprovisionalmeasures
ordered during the period coveredby the reporto If such measures have not been duly executed, !he Court shall make
whateverrecommendations it deems appropriate.

Article25 - Proeedure byDefault

1. When a party fails to appearin or to continuewith a case, the Court shall,on its own motion,take whatevermeasures
are necessary to completeconsideration of thecase.

2. When a party enters a case at a later stageof theproceedings, it shall take theproceedingsat that stage.

Chapterll
Institution of'the proceedíngs

Article 26 - Filing ofthe Application

For a case to be referred to the CourtunderArticle61(1) of the Convention, an application shall be filed with the
Secretariat, in ten copies, indicating:

1. the appointrnentof theAgentor Delegates,pursuant toArticles21 and 22 of theseRules;

2. when the case is referred by a State, it shall, if pertinent,present its objections to theopinionof the Commission;

3. when thecase is referredby theCommission, it shall include,in addition,thereport referred to inAnide 50 of the
Convention;
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4. when the case is before the Commission, the following informationshall also be provided:

a. the parties ro the case;

b. the date of the report of the Comrnission to which Article 50 of the Convention refers;

5. thepurpose of theapplication,a statement of the facts, the supportingevidence, the legal arguments and relevant
conclusions,

Article 27 - Preliminary Review ofthe Application

Whenduring a preliminaryreview of the application thePresidentfinds that thebasic requirements havenot been
met, he shall request the applicantto correct any deficiencies withintwentydays.

Article 28 - Communications ofthe Application

1. On receipt of the application, the Secretary shall give notice thereofand transmitcopies to the following:

a. the President and the judges of the Court;

b. the responden!State;

c. the Commission, when it is not also the applicant;

d. the original clairnant, if known;

e. the victim or his next of kin, if applicable.

2. The Secretary shall inform the other ContractingStates and the SecretaryGeneral of the filing of the application.

3. When giving the notice, the Secretary shall request that, withina periodof two weeks, the respondent States designate
their Agent and, if appropriate, the Comrnissionappoint its Delegates, in accordance with Articles 21 and 22 of these
Rules. Until the Delegares are duly appointed, the Commission shall be deemed to be properly represented by its
President for all purposes in the case.

Chapterill
Examínatlon of the cases

Article29 - Written Proceedings

1. The respondent State shall always have the right to file a writtenanswer to the applicationwithin three months follow­
ing notification thereof

2. The President shall consult theAgents and the Delegates on whether theyconsider other steps in the written proceed­
ings to be necessary. If the response is in the affirmative, he shall fix the deadlines for lhe filing of the documents.

3. The documents to which thisarticle refers shall be filedwith the Secretariat in ten copies. The Secretary shall transmit
thern to the persons indicated in Article 28(1) of these Rules.

Article 30 -Joinder ofCases

The Court inay, at any stage of the proceedings,direct the joinder of cases that are interrelated.

It may also order the joinder of the written or oral proceedings of severa! cases, including lhe examination of wit­
nesses.
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3. After consulting the Agents and the Delegates, the President may direct that UJe proceedings in two 01' more cases
conducted simultaneously, withoutprejudice to the decisionof the Court regarding thejoinder of the cases.

Article31 - Preliminary Objections

1. Preliminary objections may be filed only within thirty days following notificationof the application,

2. The document setting out the preliminary objections shall be filed with the Secretariat in ten copies and shall ser out
me facts on which the objection is based, me legal arguments,and me conclusions and supporting documents, as well
as any evidence which me party filing me objection may wish to produce.

3. The Secretary shall irnmediately transrnitme preliminaryobjections lo me persons indicated in Article 28(1) of mese
Rules.

4. The presentation of prelirninaryobjections shall not cause me suspensionof me proceedings on me merits, unless me
Court expressly decides otherwise.

5. Any parties to me case wishing to submit briefsregarding me preliminaryobjectionsmay do so within thirty daysafter
receipt of me communication.

6. The Court may,if it deems it appropriate, convenea specialhearing relating to me preliminary objections, after which
it shall rule on me objections 01' order mal they be joined to me merits.

Article32 - OralProceedings

The President shall, after consulting the Agents and the Delegates, fix the date for the opening of the oral pro­

ceedings.

Article 33 - Conductofthe Hearings

The President shall direct the hearings. He shall prescribe the order in which the persons listed in Articles 21 and

22 of these Rules shall be heard.

Article34 - Measuresfor Taking Evidence

1. The Court may,al me request of a party 01' on its own rnotion,obtain any evidence which it considers likely to clarify
me facts of me case. In particular,it may decide lo hear as a witness 01' expert witness, 01' in any other capacity,any
person whose evidence, statements01' opinion it deems usefuI.

2. The Court may, at any time during me proceedings, request me parties to provide any type of evidence available to
them or any explanation 01' statement that, in its judgment, would be likely to clarify me facts of me case.

3. The Court may,at any time during me proceedings,designateany person,office,commission 01' authority of its choice
to obtain information, express an opinion 01' make a report on any given point. These reports may not be published
without me authorízatíonof me Court,

4. The Court may, at any time during the proceedings,designateone 01' more of its members to conduct an inquiry,carry

out an investigation on me spot 01' take evidence in sorneother manner.

Article35 - CostofRequestEvidence

The party requesting the production of evidence shall defray the cost thereof.

Article36 - Convocation ofWitnesses,ExpertsWitnesses and OtherPersons

1. Witnesses,expert witnesses, 01' other persons whom me Court decides to hear, shall be summoned by the Secretary,

2. The summons shall indicate:
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a. the name, status and other particulars of the person summoned;

b. the name of the parties;

c. the object of the inquiry,expert opinion, or any other measure ordered by the Court or by the President;

d. the provisions made for the reirnbursementof the expenses incurred by the person summoned.

Article37 - Oathor SolemnDeclaration by Witnesses and ExpertWitnesses

1. After his identity has been established and before giving evidence, every witness shall take an oath or make a solemn
declaration as follows:

"1 swear" -- or "1 solemnly declare" --"upon my honor and conscience that 1 will speak the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth."

2. After his identity hasbeen establishedand before carrying out his task, every expert witness shall take an oath or make
a solemn declaration along the following Unes:

"1 swear" -- or "1 solemnly declare" --"that 1will discharge my duty as an expert witness honorably and conscien­
tiously."

3. This oath shall be taken or this declaration made before the Court or before the President or any of the judges who
have been so delegated by the Court,

Article38 - Disqualification ofa Witness

1. The disqualification of a witness shall take place before he testifies,unless the grounds for the disqualification become
known only thereafter,

2. If the Court considers it necessary,it may nevertheless hear, for purposes of information, a person who is not qualified
to be heard as a witness.

3. The Court shall assess the value of the testimony and of the disqualification,

Article39 - Objection to an ExpertWitness

The grounds for disqualification applicable to judges under Article 19(1) of the Statute shall also apply lo expert

{)pjecti0I1S shall be presented within fifteen days following notification of the appointment of the expert witness in
question.

If the expert witness who has been challenged contests the grounds invoked against him, the Court shall decide, except
that when the Court is not in session the President, in consultation with the Permanent Commission, may order the
evidence to be presented. The Court shall be informed thereof and shall have the final decision on the value of the
evidence.

When it becomes necessary toappoint a new expert witness, theCourt shall decide. Nevertheless, if there is urgencyin
obtaining the evidence, the President, in consultation with the Permanent Commission, shall make the appointment

inform the Court accordingly. The Court shall have the final decision in assessing the value of the evidence.

Article40 - Failure toAppearor FalseEvidence

without good reason, a witness or any other person who has been duly summoned fails lo appear or refuses lo

give evidence, theStale having jurisdiction over such witness or other person shall be informed accordingly. The same
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violated the oath or solemnin the opinión of theprovision shall apply when a witness or witness
declaration mentioned in Article 37 of these Rules.

2. States shall no institute proceedings nor take reprisals against any persons on account of their testirnony before the
Court. However.jhe Court rnay request the States lo take the measures provided fOI' in their domestic legislation

agaínst those who, in the opinión of the Court, have violated their oath.

Article41 - QuestionsPut During the Hearings

1. The judges may ask any person appearingbefore the Court whateverquestionstheydeem appropriate.

2. The witnesses, expert witnesses and any other persons referred lo in Article 36 of these Rules may, subject lo the
control of the President, be examined by the Agents and the Delegates or, al their request, by the persons referred lo in
Articles 21 and 22 of these Rules.

3. The President is empowered 10 rule on the relevance of the questions posed and lo excuse the person lo whom the
questions are addressed from replying, unless the Court shall decide otherwise.

Article42 - Minutes ofthe Hearings

1. Minutes shall be made of each hearingand shall contain the following:

a. the names of the judges present;

b. the names of those persons referred to in Articles21 and 22 of theseRules who are present al the hearing;

c. the names and other relevant informationconcerningthe witnesses, expertwitnessesand other persons appearing
al the hearing;

d. the declarations expressly made for insertion in the minutesby the States parties or the Commission;

e. the declarations of the witnesses, expert witnesses and other persons appearing al the hearing, as well as the
questions pUL to them and their replies;

f. the text of the questions pul by thejudges and the responses thereto;

g. the text of any decisions renderedby the Court during the hearing.

2. The Agents and Delegates,as well as the witnesses,expert witnessesand other personsappearing al the hearing, shall
receive a copy of their arguments,statements or testimony, lo enable them, subject lo the control of the Secretary, lo

correct any material errors appearing in the transcriptof the hearing. The Secretary, in accordance with the instruc­
tions of uie President, shall fix the time limits granted for this purpose.

3. The minutes shall be signed by the Presidentand the Secretary, who shall attest to their accuracy.

4. Copies of the minutes shall be transmittedto theAgents and lo the Delegates.

Article43 - Discontinuance

1. When the party which has filed the case notifies theCourtof its intentionnot to proceed with it, the Court,after having
obtained theopinionsof theotherpartiestheretoand the personsreferred lo inArticle22(2) of theseRules, shalldecide
whether it is appropriate to approve thediscontinuanceand, accordingly, to strike thecase off its list.

2. When the parties lo a case infonn the Court that thereexists a friendIysettlement,arrangementor other factcapableof
providing a solution of \he matter, the Court may strike the case off its lisl after having obtained the opinion of \he
persons referred lO in Anicle 22(2) of \heseRules.
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3. Notwithstanding the existence of the conditions indicated in the two precedíng paragraphs, the
responsibility to protect human rights, may decide that it should proceed with the consideration of the case.

Article44 - ApplicationofArticle 63(1)ofthe Convention

1. Artiele 63(1) of the Convention may beinvoked at any stage of the proceedings, even when reference thereto was not
made in the application,

2. The Court may invite the persons referred to in Artiele 22(2) of the Rules lo sumbit briefs regarding the application of
Artiele 63(1) of the Convention,

Article45 - Decisions

1. The judgments and interlocutory decisions for discontinuance of a case shall be rendered by the Court.

2. AH other decisions shall be rendered by the Court, if it is sitting, or by the President, if it is not, unless otherwise
provided, The decisions of the President may beappealed to the Court.

ChapterIV
Judgments

Article 46 - Contents ofthe Judgment

1. A judgment shall contain:

a. the names of the President, the judges who rendered it, and the Secretary and Deputy Secretary;

b. the date on which it was delivered at a hearing;

c. the identification of the parties;

d. the names of the persons referred to in Artieles 21 and 22 of these Rules;

e. a description of the proceedings;

f. the submissions of the States parties to the case and of the Commission;

g. the facts ofthe case;

h. the legal arguments;

i. the operative provisions of the judgment;

j. the allocation of compensation, if any, without prejudice to what is provided for in the artiele that follows;

k. the decision, if any, in regard to costs;

1. the names of the judges constituting the majority;

m. a statement indicating which text is authentic,
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2. Any judge who has taken part in the consideration of the case is entitled to lo the judgrnent 01'

concurring opinion. These opinions shall be submitted within a tirne-limit to be fixed the President, lo enable the
other judges lo take cognizance thereof before the judgrnent is handed down.

Article 47 - Judgment Relating to Article 63(1) ofthe Convention

1. When the Court finds that there is a breach of the Convention, it shall in the same judgment decide on the application
of Artiele 63(1) of the Convention if that question is ready for decision. If the question is not ready for decision, the
Court shall reserve its decision thereon in whole or in part and shall determine the further proceedings.

2. For the purposes of ruling on the application of Artiele 63(1) of lhe Convention, the Court shall, as far as possible, be
composed of the same judges who rendered the judgment on the merits of the case. However, in the event of death,
resignation, disability, withdrawalor exemption, the judge concemed shall be replaced in the manner provided for in
Article 16 of these Rules.

3. If the Court is informed thar the injuredparty and the party adjudged to be responsiblehave reached an agreement that
conforms to its judgrnenton the rnerits,it shall verify the faimess of lheagreement and, pursuant to Article43 of these
Rules, decide accordingly.

Article 48 - Delivery and Communication ofthe Judgment

1. When thecase is ready for a decision, theCourt sha11 meet in prívate. Apreliminaryvote shallbe takenand a date fixed
for the deliberationand final vote.

2. After the final deliberation, the Court sha11 take a final vote, approve the wording of the judgment, and fix the date of
the public hearing ar which it sha11 be communicated to the parties.

3. Until the aforementionedcommunication, the texts, the legal argumentsand the votes shall all remain secret,

4. The judgrnents sha11 be signed by all of the judges who participated in the voting and by the Secretary, Ajudgment
signed by only a majority of thejudges shall, however,be valido

5. The dissenting or concurring opinions referred to in Article 46(2) of these Rules shall be signed by the judges who
support them and by the Secretary.

6. The judgment shall conclude with an order, signed by the President and the Secretary and sealed by the Iatter, provid­
ing for the communication and execution of the judgment.

7. The originals of the judgments shall be deposited in the archives of the Court. The Secretary shall send certified
copies to the States parties to lhe case, to the Commission, to the President of the Permanent Council, to the Secretary
General, to the persons referred to in Article 22(2) of these Rules, and to any interested persons who request them.

8. The Secretary shall transmit the judgment to a11 the Contracting States.

Article 49 - Publication 01Judgments and Other Decisions

1. The Secretary shall be responsible for the publication of:

a. the judgments and other decisions of the Court;

b. documents relating to the proceedings, including the reportof the Commission,but excluding any particulars
bearing on attempts to reach a friend1y settlernentand any documents which lhe President considers irrele
vant or inappropriate to publish;

c. lhe record of lhe hearings;

d. any olher document whose publicationlhe Presidentconsiders useful.
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2. The judgrnents shall be published in the working languages used in each case; all other documente

in their original language,

3. Documents deposited with the Secretariat regarding cases already adjudicated shall be accessible to the publíc,

otherwise decided by the Court.

Article50 - Applicationfor an /nterpretation of a Judgment

1. Applications for an interpretation pursuant to Article 67 of the Convention shall be filed with the Secretariat in ten
copies and shall state with precisionthe issuesrelating to the meaningor scope of the judgrnenton which the interpre­
tation is requested,

2. The Secretary shall transmit the applicationfor interpretation 10 the States parties to the case and 10 the Cornmission,
as appropriate, and shall invite them to submit, in ten copies, any writtencomments they deern relevant within a time­
limit laid down by the President.

3. When considering an applicatíon for interpretation, the Court shall be composed, whenever possible, of the same
judges who adjudicated the case whose interpretation is being sought, However, in the event of death, resignatíon,
disability, withdrawalor exemption, the judge affectedshall be replaced in accordancewith Article 16of theseRules.

4. An application for interpretation shall not suspend the effectof the judgrnent,

5. The Court shall determine the procedure to be followedand shall render its decisionby means of a judgment,

TITLEIII
ADVISORY OPINIONS

Anide 51 - Interpretation of the Convention

1. Requests for an advisory opinion under Article 64(1) of the Convention shall state with precisión the specific ques­
tions on which the opinion of the Court is sought.

2. Requests for an advisory opinionsubmitted by a Member State or by the Commission shall, in addition, identify the
provisions to be interpreted,the considerationsgiving rise to the request,and the names and addressesof theAgentor
of the Delegates appointed underArticles21 and 22 of theseRules.

If the advisoryopinion is soughtby an üAS organother than theCornmission, therequest shallalso specify, in addition
to the information listed in thepreceding paragraph,how it relates to its sphere of competence.

Article 52 - Interpretation ofOther Treaties

If the interpretationrequestedrefers to other treatiesconcerningthe protectionof human rights in theAmericanstates,
as provided for in Article64(1) oí the Convention,the applicationshall indicate the name of, and parties to, the treaty,
the specific questionson which the opinion of the Court is sought, and theconsiderationsgiving rise to the request.

When the request is submitted by one of the organs of the üAS, the application shall also indicate how the request
relates to its spheres of competence.

Article53 - Interpretation ofDomesticLaws

Request for advisory opinionspresented pursuant to Article 64(2) of the Convention shall indicate the following:

a. The provisions of domestic law and of the Convention or of other treatiesconcerning the protection of human
rights to which the request relates;

b. the specific questions on which the opinion of the Court is sought;



~-------~------,,_.,,"-

- 32-

c. the name and address of the applicant's appointed pursuant to Article 21 of these Rules.

2. Copies of the domestic laws referred lo in the request shall accornpany the application.

Article 54 - Procedure

1. 00 receipt of a request for an advisory opinion, the Secretary shall transmit copies thereof lo all the Mernber States, to

the Comrnission, to the Secretary General and to the OAS organs whose spheres of competence relate to the subject of

the request, if appropriate,

2. The President shall fix the tirne-lirnits for the filing of written comments by interested parties.

3. The President may invite or authorize any interested party to submit a written opinion on the issues covered by the

request. If the request is governed by Article 64(2) of the Convention, he may do so after consulting with the Agent.

4. Al the conclusion of the written proceedings, the Court shall decide whether there should beoral proceedings and shall

fix the date for such a hearing, unless it Delegares the latter task to the Presídent. In cases governed by Article 64(2) of
the Convention, a prior consultation with the Agent is required,

Article 55 - Application byAnalogy

The Court shall apply the provisions ofTitle JI ofthese Rules to advisory proceedings, to the extent that it deems
them to be compatible.

Article 56 -Adoption and Content 01Advisory Opinions

1. The adoption of advisory opinions shall begovemed by Article 48 of these Rules.

2. Advisory opinions shall contain the following:

a. the names of the President, the judges who rendered the opinion, and the Secretary and Deputy Secretary;

b. the date on which it was delivered al a public hearing, if applicable;

c. the issues presented lo the Court;

d. a summary of the considerations giving rise to the request;

e. a description of the proceedings;

f. the legal arguments;

g. the names of the judges constituting the majority;

h. the opinion of the Court;

i. a staternent indicating which text is authentic,

3. Any judge who has taken pan in the deliberations on the advisory opinion request is entitled lo append lo the opinion of

the Court a concurring or dissenting opinion, These opinions shall besubmitted within a time-limit to be fixed by the

President, to enable the other judges to take cognizance thereof before the advisory opinion is rendered.

4. Advisory opinions may bedelivered inpublico
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TITLEIV
FINAL AND

Article 57 -Abrogation and Modification 01the Rules 01Procedure

These Rules may be amended by the vote of an absolute rnajorityof the titular judges of the Court. Upon entry

into force, they shall abrogare the previous Rules ofProcedure.

Article 58 - Entry into Force

These Rules, whose Spanish and English versions are equally authentic, shall enter into force on August 1, 1991.

They shall only app1yfor cases brought before the Court after that date.




