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Synopsis

The Vital Center is an eloquent and incisive defense of liberal democracy against its
rivals to the left and to the right, communism and fascism. It shows how the
failures of free society had led to the mass escape from freedom and sharpened the
appeal of totalitarian solutions. And it calls for a radical reconstruction of the
democratic faith based on a realistic understanding of human limitation and frailty.

Table of Contents

Introduction to the Transaction Edition

Foreword
I Politics in an Age of Anxiety 1
11 The Failure of the Right 11
11 The Failure of the Left 35
v The Challenge of Totalitarianism 51
\% The Case of Russia 68
VI The Communist Challenge to America 92
VII The Restoration of Radical Nerve 131
VI The Revival of American Radicalism 157
IX The Techniques of Freedom 189
X Freedom in the World 219
Xl Freedom: A Fighting Faith 243
Acknowledgments 257
Notes 259

Index 269



